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midwives within its jurisdiction in order to guard against
the occurrence of ophthalmia neonatorum, and in particular
whether the use by the midwife of a weak solution of nitrate
of silver is advisable for infants born of mothers suffering at
the time of birth from a vaginal discharge. The Board
considered that it would not be advisable to order midwives
to drop any fluid into the child’s eyes as a matter of routine.
The Board, having considered the whole question of the

precautions to be adopted in order to minimise the risk of the
occurrence of inflammation of the eyes in newborn children,
decided that the following leaflet be approved, and that,
subject to the assent of the Privy Council to the proposed
amendments to Rules E 14 and 19, copies be issued to mid-
wives, local supervising authorities, and recognised training
schools and teachers :-

LEAFLET.
Inflammation of the eyes in newborn children. Ophthalmia neo-

natorum. This is a very common cause of hopeless blindness, which
is one of the greatest misfortunes that can happen to a child. A
very large number of children will be saved from blindness if the
following directions of the Central Midwives Board are observed. It
generally arises from purulent discharges from the mother getting
into the baby’s eyes at birth. It is therefore of the greatest importance
that this should be prevented: (1) By curing such discharges if possible
before labour. This requires medical treatment (Rule E. 19 (2) and (3)
as revised). (2) By taking the greatest care that such discharges
shall not be carried into the baby’s eyes when it opens them for
the first time soon after the head is born. The discharges may
be carried into the baby’s eves in the following ways: (a) The
discharges collect round the eyes, especially the eyelashes,
and easily get into the eyes. This can be generally prevented if
the midwife takes care that " as soon as the child’s head is born, and
if possible before the eyes are opened, its eyelids and the surrounding
skin are thoroughly wiped with clean material such as cotton-wool, lint,
or rag, using separate pieces for each eye." The reason for this is that
the piece used for wiping the first eye will be polluted by the dis-
charges, and should not be used for the other eye. (b) Newborn
babies sometimes rub their eyes with their hands. This may rub
the discharges into their eyes. As soon as the child is born the
hands must therefore be carefully cleansed. (c) When the baby is
bathed the discharges with which its body is covered during labour are
washed off into the bath water. If its face is washed in this water,
matter may get into the eyes. N.B. The above directions are to be
observed in all cases, whether purulent discharges are known to be
present or not.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF
ENGLAND.

AN ordinary meeting of the Council was held on July 29th,
Mr. H. T. BUTLIN, the President, being in the chair.

It was resolved to issue diplomas of Membership to 86
successful candidates and, in conjunction with the Royal
College of Physicians of London, diplomas in Public Health
were issued to 17 successful candidates.

Mr. C. F. Beadles was appointed pathological assistant in
the Museum.
On the recommendation of the Museum Committee it was 

determined to ask Mr. Alban Doran to advise as to the

gynecological specimens in the Museum in connexion with
the revision of the pathological catalogue.
A vote of thanks was given to Mr. G. Elliot Smith for his

gift of remarkable pathological specimens from Egypt.
On the recommendation of the Committee of Management

it was resolved to appoint Mr. R. J. Godlee visitor to the
examinations of the Egyptian School of Medicine for the
examinations to be held in December next.
The Council resolved to accept the custody of the Odonto-

logical Collection formerly belonging to the Odontological
Society, on terms agreed upon between the College and the
Royal Society of Medicine.

THE MEDICAL SOCIETY FOR THE STUDY OF
SUGGESTIVE THERAPEUTICS.-A meeting of this society
was held on July 8th, at 20, Hanover-square, London, W.,
when a paper was read by Mr. J. Walters of Mossley,
Manchester, entitled, "Some Observations on Suggestive
Therapeutics in General Practice," which was listened to
with great interest, as Mr. Walters was able to record
considerable success obtained in the treatment of disease

by suggestive therapeutics in a great variety of ailments.
A discussion followed which tended to show that treatment
by suggestion is making headway amongst medical men
of the country. All communications relating to the society
should be addressed to the honorary secretary, Mr. C. A.

Douglas Bryan, Spa House, Leicester.

Public Health.
ANNUAL REPORTS OF SCHOOL MEDICAL OFFICERS.

The City of Hull.-Dr. James W. Fraser is the senior-
medical officer to the Hull education committee, the chief
officer to the committee being Dr. J. Wright Mason, the
medical officer of health, who is also immediately responsible
for the sanitary supervision of the schools. For the purposes
of actual medical inspection there have been appointed six
part-time male and two part-time female school medical
officers, whose duty it is to visit each school department
assigned to them once a week. The examinations thus made
do not include tests for sight or hearing, these being carried
out by the senior medical officer. As regards the immediate
detection of cases of infectious disease amongst the scholars.
an arrangement is made by which the local school medical
officer is liable to be called in by the teacher on any day
before 9.30 A.M., and if the cases suspected by the teachers
are found to be suffering from an infectious disease they
are at once excluded from the school and the medical
officer of health forthwith informed of the fact.
The school committee has also appointed a whole-
time female school medical officer, who, in addition
to acting as a part-time medical officer, has to examine

any female teachers and bursary holders who prefer the
services of a lady doctor, and she has also to take charge
of the girls’ industrial school, while the senior medical officer
has, inter alia, charge of the boys’ industrial school and
examines the sight and hearing of the children in the

elementary schools. The head teachers not only weigh and
measure the children, but they also test their eyesight with
test glasses ; while the school nurse, when notified by the-
head teachers, visits the homes of children suffering from
ringworm, scabies, or other skin diseases, and advises the
parents thereon. As regards the height and weight of the
children Dr. Fraser states that at every age these were in.
excess of the average given in the official schedule, while
only 1 . 1 per cent. of the children were returned as badly
nourished, 82’ 5 per cent. being normal or good. 23 per cent.
of the children examined had enlarged cervical glands, but,
in only a few instances was it necessary to draw the parents’
attention to the matter. In 2’ 3 per cent. of the children,
tuberculous disease was diagnosed or suspected, but in only
six cases was any lung trouble discovered. As regards the
tuberculous condition of certain organs the following com-
parative table is instructive :-

Dr. Fraser points out that the proportion of tuberculous
cases attending school is very small, and he thinks that the
explanation of this fact is that when a child is attacked by
tuberculous disease it soon becomes seriously ill and is kept.
at home. In referring to the question of the children’s
clothing Dr. Fraser states that the physique of the child is
often in inverse ratio to the state of the clothing, which
seems to suggest that Dr. J. Kerr’s explanation is correct-
i.e., that the survivors of the slum children are sturdy,
while amongst those whose social circumstances are easier
many delicate well-clothed children survive. Dr. Fraser
thinks that the good nutritional average is due to the
fact that Hull, being the centre of a large agricultural and
seafaring population, profits in the physique of her children,
there being, too, but few cellar dwellings or back-to-back
tenement houses. With reference to the subject of treat-
ment, it is found that the parents take their children to their
private or club medical attendant or to the infirmary,
children’s hospital, or dispensary, and in the matter of

spectacles a scheme was instituted by the committee three
years ago by means of which spectacles ordered by a private
practitioner or at the infirmary or dispensary can be obtained
at a cheap rate by small payments made to the head teacher,
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.while as regards scabies the school officer is entitled to issue c

- orders for free sulphur baths. Blind children are boarded t

out at various blind schools after having been examined by c
the senior medical officer, and when they reach the age of c

16 years they are granted maintenance scholarships which (

enable them to learn basket-making and the like. There is 
a degree of thoroughness and directness about this city of 
the north which is inspiring, and instead of talking about 
difficulties as regards treatment the committee appears to i

.get over them. E

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS. 

IN 76 of the largest English towns 8294 births and 3397 
deaths were registered during the week ending July 31st,
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had 

f

’declined in the seven preceding weeks from 12 - 6 to 10 ’ 6 per 
1000, only increased to 10’ 8 in the week under notice. During 
the first four weeks of the current quarter the annual death- 
rate in these towns averaged only 11.2 per 1000, and in 

t

London during the same period it did not exceed 10’ 7. The 
‘

lowest recorded annual death-rates last week in the 76 towns 
were 4’ 5 in East Ham, 4’ 8 in Burton-on-Trent, 5’ 2 in
Willesden, and 5’ 7 in King’s Norton ; the rates in the other
towns ranged upwards, however, to 16’ 0 in Huddersfield, 
16-1 in Wigan, 16’6 6 in Great Yarmouth, and 18’4 ,
in Rotherham. In London the recorded death-rate
last week did not exceed 10. 3 per 1000, and showed i
but a slight increase upon the exceptionally low 
rate in the previous week. The 3397 deaths from all causes 
in the 76 towns last week showed an increase of but 61 
upon the low number in the previous week, and included 315 
which were referred to the principal epidemic diseases, s
against 341, 324, and 313 in the three preceding weeks; of
these, 113 resulted from diarrhoea, 80 from measles, 48 
from whoopir.g-cough, 41 from diphtheria, 25 from scarlet,
fever, and eight from "fever" (principally enteric), but not
one from small-pox. The 315 deaths from these epidemic 1
diseases last week were equal to an annual rate of 1 0 j 
per 1000, corresponding with the rate in each of the two pre- ]ceding weeks. No death from any of these epidemic diseases
was registered last week in Gateshead, Brighton, Plymouth,
Swansea, Northampton, or in eight other smaller towns; the
annual death-rates therefrom ranged upwards, however, to
3 . 7 in Walsall, 4 - 0 in Newport (Mon.), 4 - 3 in Warrington,
and 5’ 9 in Stockton-on-Tees. The deaths attributed to
diarrhoea in the 76 towns, which had increased in the four
preceding weeks from 49 to 90, further rose to 113 in the
week under notice, and caused annual death-rates equal to
1 . 6 in Rotherham, 1’ 7 in Birkenhead, 2 - 6 in Bury, and 2 - 9 
in Stockton-on-Tees. The fatal cases of measles, which had
been 138, 114, and 95 in the three preceding weeks, further 
declined to 80 last week, the highest death-rates from this
disease being 2 1 in Walsall, 2 ’ 9 in Stockton-on-Tees, and
3.3 3 in Newport (Mon.). The 48 deaths from whooping-
cough also showed a further decline from the numbers in
recent weeks; the highest death-rate from this disease last
week was 1. 1 in Huddersfield. The 41 deaths referred to
diphtheria, however, exceeded the number in any recent week,
and included 22 in London and its suburban districts, four in
Liverpool, and two each in Nottingham, Derby, and Brad-
ford. The 25 fatal cases of scarlet fever showed a decline
from recent weekly numbers ; they included eight in London
and its suburban districts, three in Manchester and Salford,
and two each in Liverpool, Warrington, and Halifax. The
deaths referred to " fever," which had been 22 and 11 in the
two preceding weeks, further declined last week to eight, a
lower number than in any recent week. The number of
scarlet fever patients under treatment in the Metropolitan
Asylums Hospitals and in the London Fever Hospital, which
had been 2737 and 2731 on the two preceding Saturdays,
had further declined to 2667 on Saturday last ; 296 new
cases of this disease were admitted to these hospitals
during last week, against 415 and 367 in the two preceding
weeks. The registered deaths in London last week referred
to pneumonia and other diseases of the respiratory organs,
which had been 108 and 132 in the two previous weeks,
declined again last week to 106, and were 15 below the 

(corrected average number in the corresponding week of the
five years 1904-08. Only three deaths in London were

directly referred to influenza last week, corresponding with
the average. The causes of 33, or 1.0 0 per cent., of the
deaths registered in the 76 towns last week were not
certified either by a registered medical practitioner or by a
coroner. The causes of all the deaths registered last week
were again duly certified in London, Leeds, West Ham,
Bradford, Newcastle-on-Tyne, Leicester, Nottingham, and in
52 smaller towns; the 33 uncertified causes of death
included six in Liverpool, three in South Shields, and two
each in Birmingham, Hull, Sunderland, and Gateshead.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.

In eight of the principal Scotch towns 892 births and 423
deaths were registered during the week ending July 31st.
The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had been
equal to 12’5 5 per 1000 in each of the two preceding weeks,
further declined to 11’ 8 in the week under notice. During
the first four weeks of the current quarter the death-
rate in these Scotch towns averaged 12’ 4 per 1000 ;
in the 76 large English towns the mean death-rate during
the same period did not exceed 11 &deg; 2. The death-rates last
week in these Scotch towns ranged from 10 - 2 and 10 3 in
Paisley and Aberdeen, to 15.2 2 in Leith and 18. 8 in
Greenock. The 423 deaths in the eight towns last
week showed a further decline of 25 from the numbers
returned in recent weeks, and included 39 which were
referred to the principal epidemic diseases, against 36, 40,
and 45 in the three preceding weeks. These 39 deaths were
equal to an annual rate of 1’1 1 per 1000, against 1 1 and 1 - 3
in the two preceding weeks ; the rate last week from
the same epidemic diseases in the 76 large English
towns was equal to 1. 0 per 1000. Of the 39 deaths last
week from these epidemic diseases in the Scotch towns, 15
resulted from whooping-cough, 13 from diarrhoea, four from
scarlet fever, three from measles, three from "fever, and
one from diphtheria, but not one from small-pox. The
fatal cases of whooping-cough, which had been 16 and
seven in the two preceding weeks, rose again to 15 last week,
of which five occurred in Glasgow, five in Edinburgh, and
two both in Leith and Greenock. The 13 deaths attributed
to diarrhcea showed a decline of one from the number in the
previous week, and included six in Glasgow and two each in
Edinburgh and Paisley. The four fatal cases of scarlet fever
slightly exceeded recent weekly numbers; two were

returned in Glasgow and one each in Edinburgh and
Dundee. Of the three fatal cases of measles, fewer

by 11 than those in the previous week, two occurred
in Edinburgh and one in Paisley. The three deaths
referred to "fever" " corresponded with the number
in the previous week, and included two in Dundee (of
which one was a fatal case of typhus), and one in

Glasgow. The deaths referred to diseases of the respiratory
organs in the eight towns, which had declined from 76 to 49
in the four preceding weeks, further fell to 43 in the week
under notice, but exceeded by two the number returned in
the corresponding week of last year. The deaths in the
eight towns last week included 17 which were referred to
different forms of violence, of which nine occurred in

Glasgow, four in Edinburgh, and two in Dundee. The
causes of 20, or 4’ 7 per cent., of the deaths in the eight
towns last week were uncertified ; in the 76 English towns
the proportion of uncertified causes of death last week did
not exceed 1’ 0 per cent. -

HEALTH OF DUBLIN.

The annual rate of mortality in Dublin, which had been
equal to 16 - 9 and 14’ 4 per 1000 in the two pre-
ceding weeks, rose again to 17’ 4 in the week ending
July 31st. During the first four weeks of the current

quarter the death-rate in the city averaged 16’1 per 1000,
whereas the mean rate during the same period did not
exceed 10-7 in London and 12-9 in Edinburgh. The
deaths of Dublin residents from all causes last week showed
an increase of 23 upon the number returned in the previous
week, and included 15 which were referred to the principal
epidemic diseases, against 11 and nine in the two preceding
weeks. These 15 deaths were equal to an annual rate of
2.0 per 1000, the death-rate from the same epidemic
diseases last week being equal to 0 ’8 8 in London and
1-5 5 in Edinburgh. Of the 15 deaths from theseepidemic diseases in Dublin last week, five resulted


